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Professional Experience  
 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS-CHICAGO  (1996-) 
 
Great Cities Institute, Senior Research Fellow (2001- ) 
Founder, gangresearch.net (2000-) 
Associate Professor, Criminal Justice (1999- ); Urban Planning (2005-) 
Great Cities Institute, Scholar (2000-1; 2005-6) 
Assistant Professor, Criminal Justice (1996-1999) 
 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE   (1991-1997) 
 
Urban Research Center. Principal Investigator and Project Director of "Drug Posses, 
Gangs, and the Underclass in Milwaukee," and the "Homegirl Project."  
 
MILWAUKEE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICE    (1988-
1991) 
 
Youth Program Coordinator. Designed and implemented a sweeping neighborhood-
based reform of county social services.  
 
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MILWAUKEE      (1985-1988) 
 
Project director of study of Milwaukee gangs at Urban Research Center. 
 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS-SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (1983-1985) 
                                    
Director of Youth Diversion Project, Milwaukee's initial $500,000 gang intervention 
program funded by the City and County of Milwaukee and State of Wisconsin. 
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Funded Research Grants and Contracts 
 

• Gentrification in Lawndale: 2007. Competition for year-long qualitative methods 
seminar. Chicago Area Study: $20,000. 

• Children in Organized Armed Violence: Chicago. 2004. A ten nation study, Rio Viva, 
Brazil. $5000. 

• The Conservative Vice Lord On Line Living History Museum. Illinois Humanities 
Council. 2003.  $10,000. 

• Violence, Gangs, and the Re-division of Space in Chicago.” Harry Frank Guggenheim 
Foundation.  $60,000, 2002-2003 

• Jane Addams Substance Abuse Research Collaboration Grant.  National Institute for 
Drug Abuse by Jane Addams School of Social Work.    $1,125,925. Co-PI.     

• Gangs in the Global City: An International Conference. The Chicago Seminar. 
Conference to place the understanding of gangs in a global framework. $10,000. 2002 

• The History of Gangs in Chicago. UIC Institute for the Humanities. Seed grant 
beginning a study of gangs in Chicago.  $4000. 2001- 

• Undergraduate Research Conference on Gangs. UIC School of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  
Conference to involve UIC undergraduates in gang research. 2000. $3000. 

• Center for the Study of Violence, Crime, and Drugs. University of Illinois-Chicago. 
Office of the Vice Chancellor for Research. Principal Investigator of a seed grant to 
secure funding for a campus wide center for the study of violence. $100,000. 1999 

• The Eurogang Conference.   UIC Great Cities Institute.  1999.  $2,500.  
• The Culture and Business of Drug Dealing. Wisconsin Policy Research Institute: 1996-

1997.  Principal Investigator of a grant to compare the drug business in two inner 
city neighborhoods with dealing in the suburbs. $22,500. 

• Homegirl Project.  (R01 DA 07218-03). Principal Investigator of a National Institute on 
Drug Abuse two year grant to study patterns of drug use and dealing among 
Milwaukee female gangs.  1995-1997. $600,000 

• Drug Posses, Gangs, and the Underclass in Milwaukee. (RO1 DA 07218-01).  Co-
Principal Investigator of a three year National Institute on Drug  Abuse grant to 
study the patterns of drug use and dealing among inner city Milwaukee male gangs.  
1991-1995. $1,000,000 

• Evaluation of Fighting Back Planning Process: Milwaukee's strategy to reduce drug and 
alcohol use.  Milwaukee County Fighting Back. 1992 

• Analysis of Milwaukee County Foster Care System, with Deborah Schwartz. Milwaukee 
County Department of Human Services. 1992. 

• Outreach Plan. Milwaukee Area Technical College, 1987. 
• Training grant.  National Center for Neighborhood Enterprises.  1986. 
• Training grant.  Wisconsin Council on Criminal Justice.  1986. 
•  Staff  training.  Community Relations-Social Development Commission: 1986.  
• Wingspread conference: "Understanding Youth Gangs: A Midwest Conference for Medium 

and Small Sized Cities" Conference Coordinator.  Milwaukee Foundation. 1987. 
• Study of Milwaukee gangs.  Milwaukee Foundation. 1985-6. Project Director of study 

that lead to publication of People & Folks.  
• Gang,  alcohol , and drug treatment survey.  Wadari Foundation.  1985.  
• Policy Survey.  Youth Policy and Law Center. 1985.  
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Selected Honors 
 

• Visiting Fellow: UIC  Institute for Research in Race and Public Policy. 2007. 
• Hans Mattick Award for Distinguished Contributions to Criminology. Illinois 

Academy of Criminology. 2006. 
• Great Cities Senior Research Fellow, University of Illinois-Chicago 2001-  
• Social Science Research Council Working Group on “Youth in Organized Violence.” 

2004-2005. 
• Distinguished Alumnus, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 2000. 
• Great Cities Scholar, University of Illinois-Chicago, 2000-2001; 2006. 
• Teaching Recognition Award, University of Illinois-Chicago.  2000. 
 
 

Refereed Articles and Invited Essays  
 
“Housing, Gangs, and Homicide: What We can Learn from Chicago. ”and Brigid Rauch, 
Urban Affairs Review. 42: 4. March. 2007. Pp. 435- 456. 
 
 “Race Not Space: A revisionist history of gangs in Chicago.” The Journal of African 
American History. 91:2.  Spring  2006. Pp 194-208 
 
“Gangs as Social Actors.” Invited essay in The Essential Criminology Reader Edited by. 
Stuart Henry and Mark Lanier, Boulder, CO. Westview. 2006. Pp 141-152. 
 
“The Global Impact of Gangs.” The Journal of Contemporary Criminal Justice.  James F. 
Short, Jr. special editor. 21: 2.  May 2005. Pp 153-169. 
 
"Gang Violence in the Post-Industrial Era." Invited Essay in Youth Violence: Crime & 
Justice 24:  An Annual Review of Research. Edited by Michael Tonry and Mark Moore. 
University of Chicago. 1998. Pp. 457-511. 
 
“Cocaine, Kicks, and Strain: Patterns of Substance Use in Milwaukee Gangs." and Jose 
Torres and Greg Giglio.  Contemporary Drug Problems.  25:1.  1998. Pp 113-145 
 
"Homeboys, New Jacks, and Anomie."  Journal of African American Men.Vol. 3. Issue 1. 
1998. Pp. 7-28. 
 
"The Emperor's New Clothes: Theory and Method in Gang Research." Free Inquiry for 
Creative Sociology Vol. 24, No. 2. 1996. Pp. 111-122. 
 
"Neighborhoods, Markets, and Gang Drug Organization."  Journal of Research in Crime 
and Delinquency, Vol 31.  No. 3. 1994. Pp. 264-294. 
 
"Homeboys, Dope Fiends, Legits, and New Jacks."  Criminology, Vol. 32  No. 2. 1994. 
Pp. 197-219. 
 
"Gangs, Neighborhoods, and Public Policy," Social Problems, Vol. 38   No. 4. November 
1991. Pp.  529-542. 
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Books 
 
A World of Gangs: Armed Young Men and Gangsta Culture. Minneapolis,  University 
of Minnesota Press.   2008. 
 
Gangs in the Global City:  Alternatives to Traditional Criminology. Edited by John M. 
Hagedorn. Champaign,  University of Illinois Press, 2007.  
 
Female Gangs In America: Essays on Girls, Gangs, and Gender.  edited by  Meda 
Chesney-Lind and John M. Hagedorn.  Chicago, Lakeview Press. 1999.  
 
Forsaking Our Children: Bureaucracy and Reform in the Child Welfare System,   
Chicago,  Lakeview Press, 1995.  
 
People And Folks: Gangs, Crime and the Underclass in a Rustbelt City, with Perry 
Macon. Chicago, Lakeview Press, 1988; 1998. 
 
 

Chapters in Edited Volumes  
 
“Gangs, Institutions, Race, and Space: The Chicago School Revisited.” In John M.  
Hagedorn, editor, Gangs in the Global City: Alternatives to Traditional Criminology. 
Champaign. University of Illinois Press. 2007. Pp 13-33. 
 
Gangs in Late Modernity” In John M.  Hagedorn, editor, Gangs in the Global City: 
Alternatives to Traditional Criminology. Champaign. University of Illinois Press. 2007. 
Pp 295-317. 
 
Introduction: “Globalization, Gangs, and  Traditional Criminology.” In John M.  
Hagedorn, editor, Gangs in the Global City: Alternatives to Traditonal Criminology. 
Champaign. University of Illinois Press. 2007. Pp. 1-10. 
 
“The Global Impact of Gangs.” in James F. Short,  Jr. and Lorine A Hughes, editors, 
Studying Youth Gangs  Alta Mira. Walnut Creek, CA.  2006. pp 181-192. 
 
“Institutionalised Gangs And Violence in Chicago.”  In Luke Dowdney, editor, neither 
War nor Peace: International comparisons of children and youth in organized armed 
violence. 7Letras, Rio de Janiero. Brazil. 2005. pp 312-330. 
 
"Gangs and the Informal Economy." In Huff, C. Ronald, editor, Gangs in America, Third 
Edition Beverly Hills. Sage.  2001. pp 101-120. 
 
“Globalization, Gangs, and Collaborative Research.” in Klein, Malcolm W. Hans-Jurgen 
Kerner,  Cheryl . Maxson., and Elmar E.M. Weitekamp, The Eurogang Paradox: Youth 
Groups and Gangs in Europe and America, Amsterdam. Kluwer. 2001. Pp 41-58. 
 
"Fighting Female: The Social Construction of Female Gangs." and Mary L. Devitt. in 
Meda Chesney-Lind and John M. Hagedorn, editors. Female Gangs in America, 
Chicago. Lakeview Press. 1999. Pp 256-276. 
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“Introductory Essays.”  and  Meda Chesney-Lind. in Meda Chesney-Lind and John M. 
Hagedorn, editors. Female Gangs in America. Chicago. Lakeview Press. 1999. 
 
"As American as Apple Pie: A Case Study of Gang Violence. " in Meredith W. Watts, 
editor,  Cross-Cultural Perspectives on Youth and Violence. JAI Press. Hartford, CN. 
1998. Pp. 79-98. 
 
"Frat Boys, Bossmen, Studs, and Gentlemen: A Typology of Gang Masculinities,"  in Lee 
Bowker, editor, Masculinities and Violence, Beverly Hills, Sage. 1998. Pp. 152-167. 
 
"What Happens to Girls in the Gang?" and Joan Moore, in Ron Huff, editor, Gangs in 
America, Second Edition, Beverly Hills, Sage. 1996. Pp. 205-218. 
 
"Back in the Field Again: Gang Research in the 1990s," in Ron Huff, editor, Gangs in 
America, First Edition, Beverly Hills, Sage. 1990. Pp. 240-259. 
 
 

Invited Book Reviews  
 
The Truce: Lessons from an LA Gang War by Karen Umemoto. Ithaca and London. 
Cornell University Press. Social Service Review. 81:2: 2007. Pp 355-57. 
 
Clean Streets: Controlling Crime, Maintaining Order, and Building Community by 
Patrick J. Carr. New York and London. New York University Press. Contemporary 
Sociology, 35:4. 2006. Pp 407-408. 
 
The Crime Drop in America Edited by Alfred Blumstein and Joel Wallman. Cambridge, 
University of Cambridge Press.  Theoretical Criminology 5:4 2001. Pp. 492-497. 
 
Gangs and Youth Subcultures: International Explorations edited by Kayleen Hazlehurst 
and Cameron Hazlehurst. Transaction.  Contemporary Sociology 28:5  1999. Pp. 609-
610. 
 
Social Programs That Work  edited by Jonathon Crane.  New York. Russell Sage 1998. 
Contemporary Sociology 28:3. 1999. Pp. 297-298. 
 
Fighting Back: Neighborhood Anti-Drug Strategies by Robert C. Davis and Arthur J. 
Lurigio.   Addictions, 91: 12. 1996. 1883. 
 
 Beggars and Thieves: Lives of Urban Street Criminals by  Mark A. Fleisher,  American 
Journal of Sociology, 102: 2. 626-627. September 1996. 
 
The American Street Gang: Its Nature, Prevalence, and Control, By Malcolm W. Klein 
and The Youth Gang Problem: A Community Approach, By Irving A. Spergel. 
Contemporary Sociology, Vol. 25: 4. July 1996. Pp. 533-535. 
 
Street Kids, Street Drugs, Street Crime:  An Examination of Drug Use and Serious 
Delinquency in Miami by James A. Inciaridi,  Ruth Horowitz and Anne E. Pottieger.  
Crime, Law, and Social Change, 20:1.. July 1993. Pp. 73-76 
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Encyclopedias and Other Reference Materials  
 

“New Transitions for Adolescent Gang Members.” Encyclopedia of the Life Course and 
Human Development.  Gale. Forthcoming 
 
“Gangs and Armed Young Men” in the International Handbook on Youth and Young 
Adulthood, edited by Andy Furlong. Routledge. London.  Forthcoming. 
 
“Rustbelt” in The Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology.  Edited by George Ritzer. 
Oxford. Blackwell Publishing.  2007. pp.  3967-9. 
 
“Gangs and Politics” in the Encyclopedia of Youth Activism. Edited by Lonnie Sherrod. 
Greenwood Press. Westwood, CN.  2006. Pp 264-268. 
 
“Before all the Boys are Dead: Variations in Urban Violence.”  UIC Great Cities 
Institute Working Paper. http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/gci/publications/working 
papers/pdf/GCP -04 -03 Before all the  Boys.pdf  2004.  
 
“Gang” in the Encyclopedia of Men and Masculinities. Michael S. Kimmel and Amy M. 
Aronson,  Editors. Santa Barbara, CAABC-Clio. 2004; Pp. 329-330. 
 
“Gang” in the  Encyclopedia of Community. Edited by Karen Christianson. Great 
Barrington, MA, .Berkshire Publishing Group. 2003.  Pp 517-522.. 
 
“Prison, Race, and Community” in the  Encyclopedia of Community .  Edited by Karen 
Christianson. Great Barrington, MA. Berkshire Publishing Group. 2003. Pp. 1099-1101.  
 
“Female Gangs.” Joan W. Moore and John M. Hagedorn.  Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention. Washington, D.C. 2001. 
 
"Gang" in the World Book Encylopedia.  1994  to present. 
 
“Six Sources on Gangs.” Infography: Fields of Knowledge. Springfield, Vermont. 
http://www.infography.com/content/818032524929.html. 
 
 

Reprints  
 
“Eli Anderson and the Black Male in Public, Terrorism, and the  
Method of Social Science.” (Lecture on 9-11)  in  Deviance, Social Constructions, 
and Blurred Boundaries,  Anderson, Leon.  Thomseon/Wasdsworth.  
 
"What Happens to Girls in the Gang?" and Joan Moore, in Ron Huff, editor, Gangs in 
America, Second Edition, Beverly Hills,  Sage. 1996. Pp. 205-218. 

 
 * in Rebecca Peterson, editor, Understanding Contemporary Gangs in America: 
 An interdisciplinary Approach. Upper Saddle River, NJ, Prentice-Hall. 2003. 
 
 * in Meda Chesney-Lind and  John M. Hagedorn, editors,  Female Gangs in 
 America.  Chicago. Lake View Press. 1999. 
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Beggars and Thieves: Lives of Urban Street Criminals (review) by  Mark A. Fleisher,  

American Journal of Sociology, 102: 2.. September 1996.  
 
 
 * in The Criminal Justice Students’ Writers’ Manual. William A. Johnson,  Jr., 
 Richard P.   Rettig,  Gregory M. Scott, and Stephen M. Garrson, editors. 
 Prentice Hall. Upper Saddle River, NJ. 1999.  
 
"Homeboys, Dope Fiends, Legits, and New Jacks."  Criminology, Vol. 32  No. 2.  1994.  
Pp. 197-219.  
 
 * in Delos H. Kelly and Edward J Clarke edited, Deviant Behaviro: A Text-Reader 
 in the Sociology of Deviance For Worth Publishers. 2008.  
 
 * in Frank R. Scarpetti and Amie L. Nielsen, editors,  Criminology: A 
 Collection of Classic and Contemporary  Readings.   Roxbury Publishing 
 Company, Los Angeles. 1998. 
  
 *in Werner Einstadter and Stuart Henry, editors The Criminology Theory  
 Reader . New York University Press,  1998. 
 
  *in Paul Cromwell, editor, In Their Own Words,  Roxbury Publishing 
 Company,  1996. 
 
  *in John E. Conklin, editor, Criminology in the 1990s. Allyn Bacon. 1996 
 
  *in Delos H. Kelly, editor, Deviant Behavior,  Fifth Edition. St. Martins. 1995. 
 
 
"Gangs, Neighborhoods, and Public Policy," Social Problems, Vol. 38   No. 4. November 
1991. Pp.  529-542.   
 

*in The International Library of Criminology, Criminal Justice, and Penology, 2nd 
Edition. edited by Jacqueline Schneider and Nick Tilley. Ashgate Publishing. 
2004. 
 
*in Taking Sides: Issues in Family and Personal Relationships, Gloira W Bird, 
editor.  Fourth Edition. McGraw Hill. 1998.  

 
 * in G. Larry Mays, editor,  A Reader on Gangs, Nelson-Hall Publishing 
 Company. 1996. 
 
  * in Mike Maguire, editor, Street Crime, Dartmouth Publishing  Company. 
 1996. 
 
 * in Malcolm W. Klein, Cheryl L. Maxson, and Jody Miller, editors, The 
 Modern Gang Reader. Roxbury Publishing Company. 1995 
 
 * in Robert L. and Diana S. Del Campo, editors, Taking Sides: Clashing Views 
 on Controversial Issues in Childhood and Society,  Dushkin Publishing 
 Group. 1995. 



 viii  
 
People And Folks: Gangs, Crime and the Underclass in a Rustbelt City, with Perry 
Macon. Chicago, Lakeview Press, 1988. 
 
 *Chapter Five in Mary Vogel, editor, Crime, Equality and the State. London. 
 Sage.  2003.  
 
 * Chapter Two: in Malcolm W. Klein, Cheryl L. Maxson, and Jody Miller, 
 editors, The Modern Gang Reader. Roxbury Publishing Company. 1995 
  
 * Chapter Four: in Robert G. Culbertson and Ralph A. Weisheit, editors, 
 Juvenile Delinquency: A Justice Perspective, Second Edition,  Waveland  Press, 
 1990.  
 
 

Selected Non-Refereed Articles, Reports, and Essays 
 
Articles on gangresearch.net 
 
What is a Gang: The Changing Nature of Organized Youth Violence. Communidad 
Segura 13:2 2007.  http://www.comunidadesegura.org/?q=en/node/36767 
 
“Bobby Gore and Lawndale” North Lawndale Community News.  June 22, 2005. Vol 7: 
14. 
 
“Housing and Homicide.” Policy paper for the Coalition for the Homeless. Summer 
2004. http://www.chicagohomeless.org/factsfigures/facts.htm 
 
“neither War nor Peace:  Children in Organized Armed Violence: Chicago.”Viva Rio. 
Rio de Janerio.  2004 
 
“John Norquist’s Legacy.” Wisconsin Interest Vol. 13 No. 1 Winter 2004  
 
“Building a Way to Stop Murder.” Chicago Tribune, Perspectives, June 1, 2003.  
 
“Gangs of….” Chicago Tribune, Perspectives, January 19, 2003.  
 
“Why am I getting Mugged in Electron Alley?” Wisconsin Interest. Vol 11: No. 1 Winter 
2002. 27-33. 
 
"Murder in Milwaukee: The Homicide Rate is a Scandal And Most of the Ideas To Cut it 
Are Wrong." Wisconsin Interest. Vol 9 No.2  Summer 2000. 17-25 
 
“I Do Mind Dying.” Milwaukee Magazine,Vol 24 No. 2.  December, 1999. 
 
“Girl Gangs: Are Girls Getting More Violent?” Streetwise Vol 8 No 2 November 1999. 
 
“The Business of Drug Dealing in Milwaukee.”  Wisconsin Policy Research Institute. 
Vol 11 No. 5.  Milwaukee. June 15, 1998. 
 



 ix 
“Final Report:  Drug Posse and Homegirl Studies.”  National Institute on Drug Abuse.  
October 9, 1997.  
 
"A Culture of Violence."  Editorial opinion. Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. January 24 
1997.   
 
"What's Wrong with Milwaukee's Child Welfare System?" "Wisconsin Interest" Vol. 5: 1.  
Spring/Summer 1996.  41-46.  
 
"War on Drugs steeped in discriminatory practices." Editorial opinion. Milwaukee 
Journal-Sentinel. September 10, 1995.  
 
"Fighting Back Planning Process Evaluation: Final Report," and Edward Smith.  May 14, 
1992. 
 
"Pilot Foster Care Analysis: Final Report, " and Deborah Schwartz.  January 27, 1992. 
 
"Monitoring Practices of Milwaukee County's Department of Social Services." 
Milwaukee County, 1989. 
 
"Youth Gangs: Milwaukee and Los Angeles Compared." and Joan Moore. Research and 
Opinion, UWM Urban Research Center, 5:1, 1988. 
 
"Milwaukee Gang Research Project: Final Report." and Joan Moore and Perry Macon. 
1986. 
 
"Gang Youth Perceptions of Drug Treatment Programs." Report to the Wadari 
Foundation, Milwaukee, 1985. 
 
"A Policy Assessment Survey: Perceptions and Opinions of Wisconsin's Juvenile Justice 
System," and William Durkin, Lawrence Euler, Kaye Exo, and James Sprowls. 1985. 

 
Selected Academic Papers and Panels  

 
49. “Values-Based Research” and Gentrification in North Lawndale. with Asma 
Ali and Tonya Saunders.  
 
48. “Reconsidering Gangs: Youth Violence and Social Movements in the Global 
Era.”  Paper delivered November, 2007 at the “At War and Peace Alike: Youth 
Violence as a Challenge to International cooperation.” University of Duisburg-
Essen, Germany.  
 
47.” Deschooling Urban Theory: Gangs, Race, and Violence in the Global Era.” 
Paper Delivered April, 2007 at the Theorizing Cities of the Left, Right, and Third 
Coast: Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago in Urban Scholarship. Chicago. 
 
46. “A World of Gangs.” Paper delivered at the School of the Art Institute. Chicago. 
April 2006. 
 
45. “Gangsta Rap Culture.” Paper delivered at Great Cities Institute. Chicago April 
2006. 
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44. “Medillin and Chicago; A Social History.” Paper delivered at the Social Science 
Research Council Workshop on Youth in Organized Violence, New York City, 
November 2005. 
 
43.” Institutionalized Gangs in Chicago.” Paper delivered at the Social Science Research 
Council Workshop on Youth in Organized Violence, Pretoria, South Africa, December 
2004. 
 
42. “Variations in Urban Homicide. and Brigid Rauch. Presented at the City Futures 
Conference. Chicago. 2004. 
 
41. “Housing and Homicide.” Presented at the Conference on Chicago Research and 
Public Policy. Chicago. 2004. 
 
40. “Armed Young Men.” Presented at the Guns, Gangs, and Community Safety 
Conference, London, Luton University, 2004. 
 
39. “Belfast and Chicago: Contested Cities.” Presented at Queens University. Belfast, 
UK.. 2003. 
 
38. “Chicago Gangs and Social Theory.” Presented at Middlesex University. London, 
UK. 2003. 
 
37. “Race and Institutionalized Gangs in Chicago and around the world.” Presented at 
Luton University, London , UK. 2003. 
 
36. “Contested Cities” with David Perry.  Presented at the American Society of 
Criminology meetings, Chicago 2002. 
 
35. “Race, Space, and the Institutional Gang.” Presented at the Gangs in the Global City 
working conference. Chicago. 2002. 
 
34. “Gangs and the Ghetto in Chicago.” Presented at the Globalization and the Streets 
Conference. New York City. 2001. 
 
33. "Female Gangs in Transition." Paper presented at the Eigth Biennial meeting of  the 
Society for Research on Adolescence.. Chicago, IL. 2000 
 
32. “Horatiotown and Algerville.” Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
American Society of Criminology.. Washington, D.C. 1998 
 
31.  “Gangs, Collaborative Research, and the Informal Economy.”  Paper  presented at 
“Youth Groups and Gangs in Europe: A Joint American/European Workshop.” 
Sponsored by the US National Institute of Justice and the German and Dutch Ministries 
of Justice. Frankfurt, Germany. 1998. 
 
30.  “Female Gangs: A Life Course Perspective.” with Mary Devitt. Paper  presented at 
the annual meetings of the American Sociological Association. San Fransisco. 1998. 
 



 xi 
29. Author Meets Critics: “Homeless” by John Hagan.  American Sociological 
Association. San Francisco 1998. 
 
28. “The Decline of Drug-Related Violence: A Case Study in Self Regulation and Social 
Learning.” with Paul Goldstein. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
American Society of Criminology. San Diego. 1997.  
 
27. “People & Folks Revisited: Some Limits of Social Disorganization Theory.”  Paper 
presented at the annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology. San Diego. 
1997. 
 
26. Author meets Critics: “Violent Criminal Acts and Actors Revisited”  by Lonnie 
Athens.  Panel participant at the annual meetings of the American Society of 
Criminology. San Diego. 1997 
 
25. "The Nature of the Informal Economy and its Implications for  Social Change.”  
Paper delivered at the Midwest Radical Scholars Conference. Chicago, October, 1997. 
 
24. “Doing Gender, Doing Business, and Doing Anomie: A Typology of Gang Violence. 
Paper presented at the Law and Socety Association annual meetings. St Louis. 1997. 
 
23. "Informal Social Control of Gang Drug Violence." with Joan Moore.  Paper delivered 
at the annual meetings of the American Academy for the Advancement of Science. 
Seattle. February 1997 
 
22. "Gang Masculinities." Paper delivered at the annual meetings of the American 
Society of Criminology, Chicago, November, 1996. 
 
21. "Drug Use in Milwaukee Gangs," with Jose Torres and Greg Giglio. Paper delivered 
at the annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology, Chicago, November, 
1996. 
 
20. "Tactics and Strategy in Post-Industrial America,"  Paper delivered at the Midwest 
Radical Scholars Conference. Chicago, November, 1996.  
 
19. "Fighting Female,"  Paper delivered at the annual meetings of the American 
Sociological Association, New York, August 1996.  
 
18. "Gang Violence in Milwaukee."  Paper delivered at "Cross-Cultural Perspectives on 
Youth, Radicalism and Violence" conference, sponsored by the International 
Sociological Association and others. Milwaukee,  August 1996.  
 
17. "Cui Bono? The Obligations of 1990s Underclass Research." Paper delivered at the 
annual meetings of the American Criminological Society, Boston, November 1995. 
 
16. "A Sociologist's Use of Oral History." Paper delivered at the annual meetings of the 
Oral History Association, Milwaukee, WI., October 1995. 
 
15. "Gangs, Neighbors, and Drug Dealing," and Joan Moore. Paper delivered at the 
Clifford Shaw Centennial Celebration, Chicago, October 1995.  
 



 xii  
14. "Homeboys, New Jacks, and Anomie," Paper delivered at the annual meetings of the 
American Sociological Association, Washington, D.C., August 1995. 
 
13. "Presentational and Operational Data in Gang Research."  American Sociological 
Association Special Panel on Community Participation in Research, Los Angeles, 
August 1994. 
 
12. "Gangs in the Community: Neighborhood Militia or Urban Terrorists?" and Joan 
Moore. Paper presented at the annual meetings of the Academy of Criminal Justice 
Sciences. Chicago IL, March 1994.  
 
11. "Are Gangs Rational Organizations?" Paper presented at the  annual meetings of the 
Society for the Study of Social Problems, Miami, FL, August, 1993. 
 
10. "Homeboys, Dope Fiends, Legits, and New Jacks."  Paper presented at the 44th 
annual meetings of the American Society of Criminology,  New Orleans, LA, November 
1992. 
 
9. "Deindustrialization, Neighborhood Processes, and Gangs." Paper presented at the 
Proceedings of the American Sociological Association. Washington, D.C., December 
1990. 
 
8. "Neighborhood Processes and Youth Gangs." Paper presented at the Proceedings of 
the American Sociological Association. Washington, D.C., December 1990. 
 
7. “Survey of DSS Chips Staff: Final Report.”  Milwaukee. University of Wisconsin 
Milwaukee Urban Research Center. 1990.  
 
6. “Study of Youth Released from Residential Treatment, DayTreatment, and Group 
Homes in 1989.” Milwaukee. Milwaukee County Department of Health and Human 
Services.  1989. 
 
5. "Gangs as Quasi-Institutions." Paper presented at the annual meetings of the 
American Society of Criminology,  Chicago, October 1988. 
 
4. "Ethnicity, Desegregation, and the Study of Gangs." Paper delivered at the annual 
meetings of the American Society for Criminology, Montreal, 1987. 
 
3. "The Salience of Neighborhood for Black Gangs in an Epoch of Desegregation."  Paper 
delivered at the annual meetings of the Midwest Sociological Society, Chicago, 1987. 
 
2. "Milwaukee and Los Angeles Gangs Compared." and Joan Moore. Paper delivered at 
the annual meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology,  Oaxaca, Mexico, 1987. 
 
1. "Strategy and Tactics in Gang Intervention." Presentation at Juvenile Violence--
Juvenile Justice Conference, Milwaukee, 1985. 
 

Selected Academic Projects-In -Work  
 
 



 xiii  
•  “Meddilin and Chicago A Social History” article being prepared with Francisco 

Guiterrez. 
• Evil is Going On: gangs, racism, and the US Courts   projected ms on gangs and the 

criminal justice system 
 

Academic Peer Reviewer  
 
Academic Journals: American Journal of Sociology, City and Community. Contemporary 
Sociology, Criminology, Critical Criminology, Environmental Psychology, Free Inquiry 
for Creative Sociology, Journal of African American History, Journal of African 
American Men, Journal of Quantitative Criminology, Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency, Journal of Urban Affairs. Journal of Youth Studies, Latino Studies,  Social 
Problems,  Social Service Review, Sociological Inquiry, Sociological Perspectives, 
Sociological Theory, Theoretical Criminology.  
 
Tenure Review: John Jay College of Criminal Justice 2007; University of California-Irvine, 
2004; 2002; University of Hawaii. 1996.  
 
Ms. Review: Allen and Bacon. Alta Mira Press., Atomic Dog Publishing. , Ohlinger 
Publishing Services,  Oxford University Press, Roxbury Press, Sage, Temple University 
Press;, University of Illinois Press. 
 
Referee. Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundation, National Science Foundation.  W.T. 
Grant Foundation.   
 

Selected Presentations 
 
 
 “The history of gangs in Chicago.” Lecture to the Chicago Freedom School. Chicago. 
2007. 
 
“The relationship between housing and homicide in Chicago.” Address to the Jewish 
Council on Urban Affairs. 2004. 
 
 “Housing and Homicide.” Presented at 25th Anniversary Celebration of the Nathaniel 
Voorhees Center. University of Illinois-Chicago. Chicago. 2003. 
 
“Did the War on Drugs’ Reduce Homicide Rates?” Presented at the National Strategy 
Forum, The Drug War: Fantasy, Reality, and Beyond. Chicago. 2002. 
 
"Violence and the Informal Economy."  Presented at Workshop on Aggression, Trauma, 
and Violence at the University of Chicago. 2000. 
 
“Murder, Drugs, and the Information Economy:  an urban political economy approach 
to variation in homicide rates.” and Paul Goldstein. Lecture at UIC Great Cities 
Institute.  Chicago. 1999. 
 
“Gangs and the Informal Economy.” Presentation to the Illinois Academy of 
Criminology.  Chicago, IL. 1998 
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“Race and Class in Chicago.” Address at the School of the Chicago Art Institute.  
Chicago. 1997. 
 
"Female Gangs in Milwaukee."  Address to the Wisconsin Gang Symposium, Kenosha. 
WI 1996.  
 
"Gangs, Culture, and Social Isolation." Address to the Illinois Academy of Criminology. 
Chicago, IL 1996 
 
"Gangs, Drugs, and Incarceration." Address to Governor's Task Force on Corrections. 
Milwaukee, WI. l, 1996.  
 
"Rethinking Child Welfare Reform." Keynote address at the Wisconsin Family Based 
Services Association Annual Conference, Milwaukee. 1996.  
 
"Real and Symbolic Reform." Address to the Milwaukee Child Welfare Project Steering 
Committee. Milwaukee. 1995. 
 
"Gangs, Drugs, and Public Policy," Keynote Address at Utah Valley State Gang 
Conference, Salt L:ake City, Utah. 1994 
 
"Gangs in Smaller Cities: Myths and Realities." Madison Area Technical College. 1994 
 
"Urban Policy and Youth Gangs." Presentation to the US Conference of Mayors, 
Washington D.C.  April, 1990.  
 
"The Scanty Evidence for Gang Diffusion."  Address to the Ohio Conference on Youth 
Gangs and the Urban Underclass,  Columbus, Ohio, 1988. 
 
"Gang Programming and the Need for Collaborative Research." Presentation at the 
Wingspread Conference "Understanding Youth Gangs: A Midwest Conference for 
Medium and Small Sized Cities," Racine, Wisconsin, 1987. 
 
"Positive Peer Training Program: Final Evaluation and Report. " Prepared for Career 
Youth Development, Wisconsin Council on Criminal Justice, and National Center for 
Neighborhood Enterprises, 1987. 
 
"Effective Gang Programming." Keynote Address at "Youth Violence: A Community 
Problem," Franklin County, Ohio, 1987. 
 
"Gang Experts and Real Research." Presentation and Keynote Address, "Cooperation V," 
Ohio Youth Services Network statewide conference, Columbus, OH. 1986. 
 

Educational Innovations 
 
Field Research Methods: Gentrification in Lawndale. qualitative methods course 
focusing on social responsibility in research. 
 
Changing Spaces of Chicago – team taught “on-site” course with David Stovall and 
Pauline LIpman looking at 4 Chicago neighborhoods. 
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Contested Cities -  2002- video-conferenced course  linking students from UIC, Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, Queens University, Belfast, and Humboldt University Berlin. 
 
Chicago Cluster- initiated course clusters on Chicago in conjunction with Gerald Graff. 
 
Blended Course- CrJ 121 developed as a blended course, combining in person lectures 
with on line activities. Spring 2004; Spring 2006.  Applied to CrJ 102 in fall 2006. 
 
gangresearch.net 2000-.  Website featuring “research not stereotypes” on gangs, Average 
over two million hits per month.  Used as a resource on gangs worldwide.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Teaching Experience  
 
Assistant and Associate Professor: University of Illinois-Chicago:  
 
Course Title.  Years Taught 
Field Research: Gentrification in 
Lawndale Crj 561; Soc  501 

Spring-Fall  2007 

Changing Spaces in Chicago. GR 495 
Team taught with David Stovall (06) 
and Pauline Lipman (07) 

Summer 2006 and 2007 

Violence in America. CrJ 121 Spring 2005 
Criminological Theory. CrJ 520. Fall 2004 
Race, Class, and Gender CrJ 547. Spring 2004 
492: Topics in Rule Breaking: The 
History of Gangs in Chicago”  

Spring 2002,2003 

Contested Cities: A Joint course with  
Queens University, Belfast, Hebrew 
University ,Jerusalem, and 
Humboldt University, Berlin. 
Team taught with David Perry 

Spring, 2003 

LAS 100  Introduction to UIC Fall 2001-2 
Criminal Justice 539: Seminar in Rule 
Breaking:  “Globalization, Justice and 
the City” 
 Team taught with Dennis Judd 

Fall 2001 

Criminal Justice 539: Seminar in Rule 
Breaking:“Crime and the Informal 
Economy” 

Fall 1999 

Criminal Justice 539: Seminar in Rule 
Breaking: “Why is the US Homicide 
rate Declining?” 

Fall 1998 

Criminal Justice 491: Topics in Rule 
Breaking: “Gangs, Drugs, and 
Violence” 

Fall 1997 

Criminal Justice 102: Foundations of Fall 1997-1999; 2001- 2004; Fall 2006 
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Criminal Justice:“ Gangs and the 
Media” 
Criminal Justice 240:  Criminal Justice 
Organizations. 

Spring1997,1998; Summer 2003-4; 
Spring- Summer 2004; Fall 2006 

 
Learning cluster/Links – Instructor 2003-4 
 
Adjunct Professor, Sociology University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee:  Sociology 241.  
Criminology.  (Fall 1994) 
 
Instructor:   Silver Lake University. Graduate seminar on gangs.  (1992- annually)  
 
Seminar:  Beloit College. Urban Gang Research. 1990; 1992  
 
Instructor, Sociology:  Milwaukee Area Technical College.  Sociology 100.   (Spring, 
1988) 
 
Instructor:  Marquette University Equal Opportunities Program. (Spring 1988).  
 
 

Selected Professional Associations/Activities  
 
Member:  Society for the Study of Social Problems, American Sociological Association, 
American Society of Criminology, Illinois Academy of Criminology.  World Congress of 
Criminology. 
 
Program Committee: World Congress of Criminology. 2005. 
 
Council member, Crime and Deviance Section, American Sociological Association; 1998-
2000.  
 
Selected Expert Witness Cases: Cobb County, GA. Cook County, IL. District of 
Columbia;  Georgia Resource Center;  Hennepin County, MN, Houston, TX.  Illinois 
Capital Resource Center, Milwaukee  County, WI., Oklahoma City, OK,  Ottawa 
County, MI,  Shelby County, TN.   
 
Program Committee:  2003 and 1997 American Society of Criminology meetings. 
 
Chair: Distinguished Scholar Award:  Crime and Delinquency Division of the Society 
for the Study of Social Problems. 1997 
 
Office of the Illinois Attorney General: Gang Research Summit. 1997 
 
National Institute on Drug Abuse Special Panel: "Drug Abuse, Violence, and 
HIV/AIDS." April 1996.  
 
National Institute of Justice "Conference on The Future of Gang Research," 1995.   
 
National Institute on Drug Abuse.  Peer Reviews, April 1995. 
 
Speakers' Task Force on Gang Violence, Wisconsin State Assembly, 1992-1993. 
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Family and Youth Services Bureau, Administration for Children, Youth, and Families.  
Peer Reviews, June 1992;   
 
Family and Youth Services Bureau, Administration for Children, Youth, and Families.  
Consultant:  Research Forum on Youth Gangs, October-November, 1991. 
 
Office of Substance Abuse Prevention Peer Review, High Risk Youth Grant Program,  
February-March, 1991.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other Selected Consultant Activities  
 
University of Texas-El Paso:" Gang, Drugs, and Violence Project;" City of Pueblo, 
Colorado; City of Appleton, WI.  
 
Mass Media Interviews  
 
Selected Radio and TV Interviews: CNN, BBC, Voice of America, NBC Nightly News, 
NPR “All Things Considered,” WGN Extension 720 with Milt Rosenberg; Al Jazeera.   
 
Selected Newspaper Interviews: Boston Globe; Christian Science Monitor; Chicago 
Tribune, Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel;  New York Times, Newsweek;  Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Time.  
 
Education  
 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
 
Urban Studies, Ph.D. 1993. 

Dissertation : The Altar of Bureaucracy: The Meaning of Reform in the Social 
Services.  

Sociology, M.A. 1987 
Thesis : Origins, Structure, Adult Status, and Other Characteristics of 1980s 
Milwaukee Gangs.   

Graduate work in Criminal Justice, 1985-1987 
School of Education, B.S. 1985.  

Tuesday, April 1, 2008 


